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HOLLAND.
We now, enter upon a subject, perhaps the most interesting
iicelii bi Ike Hietc4;40tii
County, For we are now to attempt to describe a movement, unique
in its form and its results. How a few hundred Hollanders, generally poor and unskilled in the arts of the back-woodsman and pioneer, have through varied fortunes risen to boa power in Ottawa,
and also in Allegan, Muskegon, ReiiiWiidtti7&"iiiirthenrceinitieii,
and with their descendants in about a generation, or one-third of a
century, number perhaps 20,000 souls. They form the great
majority in the two southern tiers of townships in Ottawa, and" the
two northern tiers in Allegan, they are half the population of Chund
Haven city, and number hundreds in Muskegon city, Grand Rapids,
Manistee and other places. They are gradually encroaching upon
the towns near them, and with their habits of thrift, sobriety, energy,
and their deep-seated love of principle and morality are seemingly
destined to leaven western Mielijgan with their ideas and habits.
Of course a reactive process is going on and the new generation are
becoming modified Americans. Let us hope that the good qualities of both races will be preserved in the contact.
The chief centre of civilization was Holland City, which is
pleasantly situated at the head of Black Lake, a beautiful sheet of
water with low banks, into which a sluggish stream, too slow for
mill sites, empties. Holland has a quiet, steady. substantial air,
with gaps made by the fire Oct. 1871, a most disastrous contlagnttion, which occurred from bush fires the same night as the Chicago
fire, and swept away seventy-six business house and two hundred 1
and forty-three dwellings, but by the energy of the inhabitants most
of the traces of that black day have been effaced.
Two railroads centre here. It bas one bank, two bakeries, six
butcher shops, eight thy goods and grocery stores, six boot and
shoe stores, four hardware stores, four merchant tailors and one
clothing store, two book stores, two jewelry stores, three hotels and
three livery stables.
Its manufactories are five blacksmith shops, two wagon shops,
one pump shop, one foundry, one machine shop, two saddle and
harness, shops, two furniture factories, two grist mills, two saw .
mills, one shingle mill, two planing mills, one stave and heading
\
Ifactory, two tanneries, and other minor industries. The sawmills,
1stave and heading, and tanneries employ about $250,000 or $2611- '
1000 capital, and turn out about $550,000 to $575,000 of product. ;
ship yard here for the building and repair of sailing !
1 There is also a---11
vessels.
Holland bids fair to be a great fruit growing region along the :
shore of Lake Michigan north of Black Lake. It has already as- i
sumed large dimensions and bids fair to be still greater. The 1
grape and peach flourish well, and the annual product is about
$4,000. Over 20,000 Bees are said to have been planted.
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THE FOUNDEb OF THE HOLLAND COLONY.

THE CITY OFFICIALS.
In this work will be found a line steel portrait of Dr. A. C.
I
Holland was incorporated as a city in 1867, and the officers 1 Van »mite, the founder of the Holland Colony, contributed at the
1 expense of two of his admirers, Isaac Caption and B. Hantem• It
have been as follows:
I will be appropriate to preface the history of the Holland Colony by
1867
Mayor, Dr. Benumbs Ledeboer,
; .
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ing, he gladly gave himself to those who had by this time inaugurated a movement for n more independent ecclesiastical organization, and was ordained as a regular minister by the first Synod of
the Free Church of the Netherlands, and stationed as pastor of the
DR, VAX RAALTE.
combined churches of Genemuiden and Mastenbroak.
Before assuming this charge he was married to Miss Christina
Rev. Albertus Christiaan Van Diane, D. D., the founder of
the large settlement of Hollanders in these counties, was born in Johanna de Moen, of Leiden, n woman in every way fitted to share
Wanneperveen, in the Province of Ovelyssel, Netherlands, on the his eventful life.
In this first charge he labored under great difficulties but with
17th day of October, 1811. His father was a clergyman of the
Reformed Church, is man of considerable local reputation. His abundant success. The demand for gospel labor among the masses
mother was of good fluidly from Amsterdam. He grew up in the increased rapidly; the men to supply it were few. To Van Malta
enjoyment of the advantages which the better European circles gradually feil the spiritual care of the whole Province of Overyssel,
afford. He received the usual University course, rind graduated in and his time was spent in almost daily preaching in different sections; organizing new churches and superintending their affairs.
theology at Leyden's famous school in 1831.
His connections were such that nothing needed to prevent his This necessitated his removal to a more central point, from whence
obtaining en advantageous position in an establishment hi which, he could more conveniently reach all parts of his large field, and in
as elsewhere, patronage is n chief clement in success. his father 1898 he removed to Ommen, where he lived for six years.
The religious movement in which lie and others were then
was a man of more than ordinary ability, and of exemplary godliness, and was intimate with not n few of the more influential men engaged encountered not only the antagonism of the established
in the church, counting among his intimate friends some of the church, but the enmity of the government, which sought to crush it
most eminent of the teamed circles. Through his mother's ac- by force. Van Raalto also abundantly experienced the hardships of
quaintance he had the entree into the best society of the metropolis. those trying times. Often were his audiences scattered by an
His home brought him into contact with men of station and wealth. armed constabulary or the military power. Frequently he was
So there seemed naturally to open for him, as a young man of much cited before local courts, which punished what were declared to be
native talent and force and of good education, a career of profit, illegal assemblages by fines. More than once he was imprisoned.
comfort and reputation, in the profession to which his parents had The insults of the mob and the contumely of the better classes were
ordinary experiences. Obedience to Ids convictions required the
early dedicated him.
His life, however, was entirely different from tide, and that by sacrifice of nearly everything that he had highly prized or hoped
for, and the acceptance of what was at best a life strange and dishis free choice.
Naturally of a lively disposition, with strong feelings, profound tasteful to one brought up in his circumstances.
Gradually the surroundings improved somewhat. Violence
in his convictions, determined in will, impatient of restraint, tearless
of selhassertion, active, and with a relish for hard work, he was exhausted itself. The field widened. This new movement promone óf the inen fitted to feel the peculiar influences of his surround- ised permanency. Preachers must be supplied. To some extent
ings, as they called to self-denial and to nn attempt to get out of this had already been attempted by giving some theological training
to men who, with ardent piety, united natural gifts and showed aptthe rut of his day.
ness to speak in public. But in 1841 a more regular system of
Two years before his graduation his thoughts were led to
more serious contemplation of humanity and its needs, and the training was begun in the opening of a school for theological inspecial demands of his time and country. Indifference and formal- struction at Arnhem, of which Van Mahe was to be one of the ism were rife everywhere. Rationalism had crowded out truth teachers. In consequence of this he removed to this place in the
from nearly every pulpit. The spiritual and social life of the com- year named.
This school naturally became the centre of the new denominamon people was void of hope. The tremendous influence of an
escape to these shores of liberty and of an equal chance for improve. tion. Its prospects, difficulties and needs were there most fully
ment had not yet begun to act upon the European masses. Every- known. No one concerned himself more earnestly with these
thing was at the dead level of an enforced submission. Van Refine matters, or understood the real difficulties of the situation better
felt the need of more liberty for truth and of a greater concern for than Dr. Van Mahe. The spiritual difficulties of the time were
complicated with material wants. The new church was almost
the neglected masses.
In the meantime these needs became also gradually more ap- exclusively confined to the working classes. The close contact beparent to the class most affected by them. A constantly larger tween this part of society and their young and educated leaders •
number became restless under the existing state of affairs. Inquiry disclosed to these latter a great and increasing misery. The decline
after truth grew prevalent. In many parts of the land appeared in material prospects among the middle classes wassteadily increasthe signs of a powerful revival of religion. Young preachers were ing. Men sighed daily more wearily under the burden of taxation,
found to voice the demand for truth, as applicable to the every-day made necessary by the huge debts contracted through the destruc'mute of men. Most of these were acquaintances and fellow stu- tive wars of the previous generation. Competition among the over.
dents of Van Make, but a little his seniors. His father, rapidly crowded population, which had not yet found an outlet, grew concaning in life, strengthened him in these nobler thoughts and stantly more injurious. Land became more scarce; labor, under
aims, though he did not live to see his son actively at work.
the first effort of the introduction of machinery, more superfluous;
-When Van Ranh] left the University he found the religious food, especially after the development of the potato rot, more expenmovement, whose spirit he shared, already well started. He was sive; the threats of political revolutions more alarming; the deknown as one of its sympathizers. This was enough to lead mentia upon charity and upon the sober, sound advice of leading
to the unworthy obstruction of his career by the ecclesiastical men became daily more urgent.
Dr. Van Ilfudte was the very man to give himself entirely to
authorities through technical difficulties. He had satisfactorily
passed the necessary examinations, and held the diploma which these burdens. His sympathetic nature and enthusiastic character
made him a licentiate. Hindered in the regular exercise of his call. made him a patient listener to all kinds pf complaints, and a willing

biographical sketch of the man who was its guiding spirit. This
we are enabled to do by a carefully prepared biography from the pen
of ono intimately acquainted with the subject.
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laborer at attempts to remove them, Evidently he did not fully ger that men, who have obtained liberty of thinking at great experr'
understand the hopelessness of all effort to relieve the troubles of become intolerant towards, others in a disdainful isolation. Dr.Ven
Ids timely charity. Only experience could teach him and others Beano early took measures to obviate this danger by connecting
that. Ho enlisted others in his work. Ile spent n very considerable the spiritual interests of his people with those of an American fortune on enterprises designed to help the laboring classes by fur. church. Ile himself Inks no man of narrow theological views, or invisiting them work. In that way, however, he only exhausted his clined to Pharisaical exclusiveness. He could be at home with:
resources, while he left the cause of the misery unmoved,
Christians of the different sects. Ho tried to teach his people the
Such troubles were not confined to Ids own country. All Eu- value of this wider Christian communion. His influence was sad.
ropean peoples shared them to a greater or less degree. But the &rent to snake them trustingly follow his lead, Ha by June, 1850,
remedy was beginning to be found by thetneighboring nations, in a through Ids mediation, an ecclesiastical union was perfected between
distribution of their numbers to the less settled parts of the world. the churches of this emigration, eight in number, and the Reformed
He was one of the first in his country to see the fitness of that church in America.
cure, and enthusiastically adopted the idea, Loth at first to break
ad. Very early he undertook to bring this connection to bear
all the ties which bound loin to Ids land and people with their glo- upon the intellectual development of this people. As an educated
rious history in the cause of freedom and enlightenment, he at first leader, he knew this to be their weak spot. The hardships of the
made the attempt to direct the stream of emigration to the rich pioneer State passed, the material progress of this people was to
possessions of Holland in the East Indies. His object not being him merely a question of time, which could be safely left to natural
merely material relief, he thought he might there also find n fit influences. To their intellectual growth, however, he knew that
field on which to use profitably the moral and spiritual power of the special efforts needed constantly to be put forth. The value of learnpeople, whose cause he had now for rt number of years served and ing is not understood by the class among whom it was his destiny
to a great extent directed. The government was not favorable to to labor. The love of learning is among them n thing of slow
the idea. It evidently dreaded the contact of men whom it bad growth. Their very prosperity is its insidious foe, since time spent
taught to think for complete liberty of thought and action, with the in the acquisition of teaming, when it might be employed in the ac•
races by whose enforced labor and oppression its own wealth was to cumulation of \Min i SCUMS lost. ITO WilS prepared to encounter
he increased. A. guarantee for complete religious liberty was denied opposition and indifference, and set it before himself as a life task
by tho government. Nothing then remained but to bid farewell to to be among the people as an apostle of education. To it he gave
the past, and follow the emigration setting in toward America.
freely of his means and never suffered no opportunity favorable to
f Tho biographer hero enters into an interesting account of the its advancement, to pass unimproved.
founding of the colony, but as we give that in n separate article, we
After having availed himself of the advantages of the public
have taken the liberty of omitting it from the sketch.]
school system, by organizing different districts, he tutted Isis atten.
Dr. Van Rotate spent some time in promulgating the new plan, lion to the introduction of higher education. Ile spent much time
which was favorably received by many, resulting in the formation and labor in enlisting the cooperation of prominent men in the Be.
of different associations for the promotion of emigration and plans formed church in this interest, and by the Fall of 1851, mainly
of colonizing. Dr. Van Matto was the pioneer in these movements. through Ids instrumentality, a Latin school was opened which grew.
In September, 1846, he set sail with Ids family and a ship load of into what is at present Hope College. Much of Ins time was occu.
emigrants and reached New York in November.
Pied in attending to its wants. Everything had to be provided—
Upon the material development of the settlement, otherinfluen- teachers, buildings, students, most of whom needed to be supported
cos besides his had a controlling effect, but upon its moral develop. by systematic charity sought from day to day. Of this machinery,
ment, his influence was during Ids life unsurpassed, and in this his Dr. Van Roane was long the only director. Tins, besides his largo
real greatness is best seen.
pastoral charge, the care of the growing immigration between whose
Ho proved his sagacity by three things which should stand as spiritual wants and the American church he was long the mediate
historical monuments among the people whom he safely led.
agent, and Ids own large material interests as the owner of large '
1st. From the beginning be tried to make his people under- tracts of land, made his life for many years exceedingly laborious.
stand that they had broken with the past and with the old world;
In 1867, owing mainly to increasing physical disability, he rethat their real interest lay here in the land of their adoption and signed his charge as the pastor of the 1st Reformed Church of Holwith its people. He set the example at once of being at homo here, land, and engaged in a particular effort to encourage and direct
seeking always larger connections, adopting as rapidly as possible the immigration, which after the war of the rebellion set in with
the language and customs of his new father-land himself and in his now force. Ho spent some time in visiting various parts of 06
family. He encouraged the same thing in others, and it is largely South, and finally decided upon starting a new enterprise in Virdue to his influence that the English language became exclusive in ginia. A good location was found in Amelia County; and in 1868' the common schools. Keeping up, of course, his intercourse with he removed his family thither, retaining, however, his interests at
his friends of the old country, he made them Understand that he Holland, Some of the residents of the colony in Michigan were inwas an American by choice, and impressed a younger generation in duced to move thither, but the main reliance was upon immigrants •
this land with the necessity of losing all clannishness and becom- brought directly from the Netherlands. These however proved uning true patriots in this land of their birth andyouth, to seek its best fit for an independent work in a part of the United States where the
interests and suffer for its integrity. No one was a more ardent effects of the recent war and the peculiar Southern institution were
lover of his country dining its days of danger, no ono took a livelier still powerful. Two churches were started, and n school for higher
or more enlightened interest in all that concerns its welfare and education was hero also undertaken. Though something was accom.
glory.
gelled which Ea nelnd118, it cannot be said, upon the whole, that
2d, His keen eye soon saw the danger of isolation to the people the attempt was a success,- bi 1870, Dr. Van Matto returned to
whose peculiar experiences in the fatherland had made them un- Michigan, Isis health gradually declining. In 1871 tile two gnat
necessarily suspicious of other men, and somewhat resentful towards trials of his life came upon him in the loss of his wife and the dediffering views. History has often furnished instances of the dam struction of the greater part of Holland by fire. By this latter he
"""1"7",1757i"
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was also involved in the general material loss from which the place point which received their attention, and lastly America was con—
has not yet recovered. After this year he slowly succumbed to the sidered.
disease which had long troubled him and which filled his last
During the spring of 1810, and before
.'
any organization
or sysdays with excruciating suffering. As he was able, he devoted Ids tem of emigration had been perfected, two persons, Messrs. A. Hart.
time to the general interests of the people and especially to the in- prink and J. Arnold, started for this country. Their friends fitted
stitution, of whose council he was the President until his death, them out for the voyage, and the deacons of the church collected
which took place on the 7th of November, 1876.
money and clothing for them. They were sent out to make n pre• In summing up a brief description of the men, we may say, he liminary examination here and report to the brethren in the old counmay fairly be classed among the remarkable men of Michigan. No try. Dr. Van Raab) gave them the necessaryletters of introduction
ono ever came in contact with him without carrying away the im- to Dr. De Witt and others. After their arrival they forwarded an
pression that there was an unmeasured degree of force in him. extended account of their trip and observations here, which account
Small of stature, his presence was still noble. He had a fine face, reg- was favorably received in Holland. It was a voluminous document,
ular in its outline, with deep lines of thought, and a twinkle the postage on the same amounting to eleven guilders.
in the bright eye, generally stem and direct—which hinted at a
In the summer of lain, the RSV. Thomas De Whitt, D. D., of
latent humor. Almost always serious and in terrible earnest, he New York, was sent by the General Synod of the Reformed (Dutch)
could at times unbend and prove himself a most agreeable compan- Church of America, on an official mission to Holland. The extent
ion: He had the faculty of attaching men to him and impressing to which this visit has been instrumental in turning the projected
himself upon them. By his force he silenced opposition where he emigration towards America, is difficult to ascertain. Judging from
did not conquer it. By his enthusiasm he often made men believe subsequent events, however, it must have had a marked effect upon
what they did not fully comprehend. By his marked oratorical the enquiring minds of the leaders. In Ids report to the General
gifts he was able to persuade men who differed from hitn, and fire Synod, in 1817, Ito says: "When in Holland I received informa1 the hearts of those who believed in him. He was n truly eloquent tion of a rising spirit of emigration to America, and especially among
preacher of the gospel; never trivial, often above the comprehen- the (Aigescheitknen) seceders from the established church. Soon
sion of uneducated people not accustomed to his way of Putting two important colonies from this class will be founded in the west."
things, but very popular with his regular hearers. As an extempore
Emigration to America now began to be generally discussed and
speaker, when warmed up on his favorite subjects of education or agitated, and the mind was permanently fixed upon "the West."
; the extension of moral influence, he had but few equals and always Texas, Michigan, Wisconsin and Icjwa were among the favorite
carried the day. His capacity for work was great. His views were localities.
largo and broad. Though he had all hnpatience of details which
On the 14th day of September, 1846, an American brig, the
sometimes endangered the successful accomplishment of Ids designs,
"Sonthemer," of Boston, Capt. Crosby, weighed anchor at Rotterand a hopefulness of realization which was not always warranted
dam, and carried across the Atlantic the first emigrants destined for
by the circumstances, yet his work in the main was well done and
this settlement. As they constituted the first Holland pioneers of
ovill stand. His name will long be remembered among those who
this colony, we have secured the names of nearly all of them:
were a real acquisition to this new and great land.
Albertua C. Van &mite, Hendrick Oldemoyer, Frans Smit, Jan
HOLLAND COLONIZATION ntsronv.
Leaman, Egbert Van Zee, Jan Kannen, Jan Monson, Hendrick
The colonization of the region around Black Lake, by Holland- Do Kruif, Denurnius Grooteffinds, J. Dmmowind, William Notting,
ers, is an important item in the History of Michigan. Begun in Vanden Boognart, Evert Zagora, Egbert Funks, Hann Kok, Herman
the spirit of the old Puritans, its results so, far have been felt in the Lankheet, Dirk Flagman.
Netherlands and in America.
Most of them were heads of families. After a voyage of. fortySome account of the movement which resulted in the settle- seven days they arrived at New York on the 4t1t day of November
ments in Michigan, is given, on the authority of the Rev. Vander 1816, from where they left by steamer for Albany; thence via Buf*Mouton in connection with the sketch of the history of Zeeland.
falo and Cleveland to Detroit. Hero the party scattered for a time,
I For the earlyhistory of Holland wo have availed ourselves of the la- in order to enable Dr. Van Raalte to decide ripen his location.
boriously prepared paper of G. Van Schelven, Esq., read July4„
In New York Dr. Van Matte was welcomed by Rev. Dr. De Witt,
/ 1876. Mr. Van Schelven has zealously and carefully collected Ids
Mr. Forrester and others friendly to the Hollanders and their cause.
iiirowimation; it has stood the test of criticism, having been
. ..deliv- The same can be said of many, more in the different cities along his
med to the public and published in the papers.
travels; Rev. Drs. Wyckoff, of Albany, and Bethune at Brooklyn;
Rev. Dr. Duffield, Hon. Theodore Romeyn, Rev. Mr. West, Gen.
•
Cass and Hon. 0. C. Trowbridge, at Detroit; Rev. Mr. Hoyt, at Kalamazoo; Judge Kellogg, at Allegan, and others. •
HISTORICAL SKETCII OF IIOLLAND CITY AND COLONY.
Owing to the close of navigation, and satisfactory information
nvo.tvarsmmvsx.
obtained at Detroit, it was resolved to abandon the heretofore quite
In the winter of 1815-0 n meeting of the leading men, favoring prevailing preference for Wisconsin and proceed to western Michigan.
emigration, was held ill Amsterdam. The times were exceedingly The motives leading to this selection on the part of Dr. Van Itaalte
hard, and growing more and more oppressive for the laboring class- are perhaps best described by himself in a translated extract from
es, with little or no prospect of their improvement, and it was felt Ids oration delivered in 1872, on the quarter-centennial celebration
that something should be done for their relief. The meeting ap- •of the settlement of the colony.
pointed a committee to wait upon the Government with a proposi"Although the Americans recommended the localities near rivers,
tion to colonize in the Dutch East Indies, and locate upon the and in general deemed it too great n hazard to settle here; although
highlands Of Java. The repli was that the Government had no the Hollanders avoided the forests, occasioning a great struggle to
authority to sanction such a movement upon the religious basis on subjéct my family and myself to the inconveniences of such pioneerwhich it was proposed. The Cape of Good Hope was the next ing; nevertheless, the combination of so many advantages, although
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atfirst they could be but slowly developed, loft me no doubt as to
what my duty was. I know that the rich forest soil is bettor fitted
for the dairy, and for winter wheat; that owing to the manufacturing interests and navigation, by far higher market prices could be
obtained hero than at any place in the west; and that the country
near the shore of Lake Michigan was protected by the water from
severe frosts, and pro-eminently a region adapted for fruit. I could
find no place where similar to those regions along the inhabited
livers, lined with manufacturies and Mills, where the tons of thousands could find work without danger of being scattered, and where,
at the same time, we were certain of an oPportunity to continually
secure land, without any interference, for a group of settlements. I
chose this region, with such decision, on account of its great variety,
being assured that if the Holland emigration should develop into a
power, we ought to remain together for mutual support, and ought
to have this variety for labor and capital, especially for future growth.
"The object of niy settling between the Kalamazoo and Grand
Rivers was to secure the advantages of both those rivers—for we
could not get 'along without the settled regions—and at the same
time to establish a center for a united and spiritual-life and labor for
God's kingdom.
In company with Judge Kellogg, of Allegan, and an Indian
guide, following an Indian trail, Dr. Van Ratite arrived here for the
first time, in the latter part of December 1840. They landed at the
house of Rev. G. N. Smith, a Presbyterian missionary among the
Indians, located upon section 3, of the township of Fillmore. At
this time, the only white settlers in this entire neighborhood, beside
Dr. Smith, were I. Fairbanks, Esq., and G. Cranmor. Their near.
eet neighbor was Mr. A. Shorno, on section 23, township of Fill.
more. Mr. Fairbanks lived next to Dr. Smith, and Mr. Cranmer on
the farm now owned by Mr. Gerling, northeast of the "Nykerk"
Church.
• Having saddled himself as to the exact location of lake, river
and harbor, and having determined upon the site for the village, Dr.
Van Bootie, in January 1817, returned to Detroit to collect his little
band. During his absence he had procured work for the men at St.
Clair, where a steamboat was being built. His own family had re.
mained at Detroit. That same month they packed up and proceeded
via Kalamazoo, to Allegan, where they met with great hospitality,
especially at the hands of Judge Kellogg. After remaining hero for
a few days making the necessary preparations for their outfit, the
party started for Black Lake. The women and children remained
at Allegan with the exception of Mrs. Grootenhuis, who volunteered
to be the cook for the party. They were again accompanied by an
Indian guide and Judge Kellogg. Mr. Geo. Harrington: Sr., also
came down with them and drove the ox-team. This trip from Alto.
gan to Rev. Mr. Smith's house was made in one day. Here they
arrived, as near as we can ascertain, on the 12th of February, 1847. \
Rev. Mr. Smith received these men with the greatest of hospitality,
and, together with Mr. Fairbanks, aided materially towards fitting
these pioneers for the difficult and unknown task before them.
Arrangements had been made at Allegan, through Judge Kellogg, whereby in a few days they were followed by a party of Americans, who were to remain a while, and teach them how to chop
trees, build log houses, and make roads, many of them not oven
knowing how to connect the ax with the helve. The Indian church,
located near Rev. Mr. Smith's house, served as lodging place.
The first work was the opening of a road from Mr. Fairbanks'
place to the head of Black Lake. They followed a line running between sections 83 and 84, and 28 and 27, T.5 N., R. 15 W. At the
latter place they found that the cedar swamp was a serious obstacle
in their way, and they resolved before proceeding'any further to put
up their first quarters on the hill near the house of Mrs. Van Der

Haar, on section 28 of same town. Two log sheids.were built 10x80
feet, with brush roof. This hill is among the most interesting spots
of our early history. Here they lost the first member of their little
band; here the first child was born to the colonists, and for a long
while afterwards these sheds served as receiving barracks for the new
comers.
The women and children who had been left at Allegan, were
now sent for, and they also took up their quarters in the log shahties. It is but proper and just to mention the favors and kindness
bestowed upon these families during their stay at Allegan, and it is
not without regret that we have failed to ascertain their names. •
During that same winter another small party of emigrants had
reached Albany, N. Y. They were advised to come on west, and
reached here about the 10th of March, 1847. They numbered some
fifteen strong, and among them wo find the names of G. J. Hofminr,
W. Kremer, Fineman, Kolvoort and Slaghuis.
For weeks and months, now, the colonists applied themselves
to the making of roads. From the log sheds, the road was continued along the farm of Dr. Van Ratite, through the present city to
the head of Black Lake and the "Indian Village," so-called.
The next arrival was also in the month of March. A party of
immigrants, numbering nearly one hundred, had arrived at St. Louis,
and were anxiously awaiting the development of the colonization
schemes then pending in Michigan and in Iowa, not only. for
their own guidance, but also for the information of the hundreds
who were to follow that year. This St. Louis party appointed a
committee of three to come out here and prospect, and selected as
such, Messrs. T. Koppel, H. Van Der Haar and J. Binnekant, with
the understanding that the others were to join them immediately, or
as soon as they could, having in charge all the women and baggage.
The three men going ahead went on foot from Chicago, arriving in
Holland March 17, 1817; the remainder came in a sailing vessel
from Chicago to Grand Haven, by wagons to Port Sheldon, where
thoyarrived about the same time that the other three did in Holland.
The women remained seine days at Port Sheldon while the men went
to the settlement to aid in building homes and constructing roads.
The nodes of this last party were Walter Van Der Haar, Jan
Visschor and family, Evert Visscher and family, Albert Memnon; and
family, Johannes Visser and family, Janus Vrieze, Paul Staves and
wife, Mrs. J. Binuekaut and Peter Zalsumn. At this time there
was but one family residing hi what is now Holland Township,
that of Gilbert Clumsier. In the spring of 1817 Ds. Van Ratite
built his house and brought his family from Allegan.
The winter they had just passed was a severe one; the snow
had averaged over two feet deep. The supplies during that time,
were principally brought in from Allegan. Towards spring most of
the colonists began to look up lands and locate for themselves.
Before wo break off this part of our slcetch, we will give the
following incidents connected with that memorable winter which
they passed in these log sheds. The first child was born in the lam'
ily of Mr. Inarinan; the second was born in the family of Mr. Jan
Schaap. Both were baptized together, by Da. Van Ratite, in the
open air in front of his house. The fast deaths was that of Mrs.
Notting; seven others died that winter at the log sheds. They lie
buried, as near as can be ascertained, near the barn on the farm of
Mrs. W. Van Der Haar. The first marriage was that of Lambert
Floris wilts Jantje Meyerink.
The spring and summer of 1817 brought hundreds of immigrants
from the old country, and it was extremely difficult to keep supplied —
with necessaries of life. What few gold "Willems" were still scattered between them went but a short way to provide for the first
wants. Lumber had to be rafted at Saugatuck and floated down an
the way along Lake Michigan and Black Lake. Provisions were
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brought in and carried on the back for a distance of ten and twenty
miles.
As early as tho smuttier of 1817, the colonists commenced to
build their log church, and finished it in part, that same fall. The
building was located in the 'southwest corner of the present canto
tery. It was built of logs, with a shingled roof, and was 8500 feet.
Its location there was in order to accommodate the people settling in
the country, and perhaps also owing to the old country idea of having the church in the cemetery. When, a few years afterwards, the
present First Reformed Church was built, it took considerable argument to have it located in the village, where it now stands. The log
dwell was also used for school alai public meetings.
From the very beginning the settlers organized a ystein of
public meetings, and the latter constitnto a prominent part in the
history of the Holland Colony, partaking soinewlmt of the chinne•
ter of the historical town meeting in the early history of New England. The pmeeediliga of these meetings, during the winter of
1818, fonts n very interesting chapter in this sketch. For, inasmuch
as the first township organization did not take place until 184th and
whereas for want of citizenship mid the right to vote, the Hollanders
were excluded from all active participation in public matters until the
Spring of 1851, they relied on these meetings for an expression of
their views and it discussion of matters generally. They desired
some kind of government in which the WHIMS interests represented
by them would receive due consideration in the spirit of their hand.
griffon; hence they resolved themselves, as it were, into a small
democracy, governing according to what a majority of them deemed
to be promotive of the greatest good to the greatest number. These
meetings, known as " libagvergodering," took cognisance of all the
religious, educational, social and public interests of the colony and
the people. Roads and bridges were built, church and school
organized and provided for, personal grievances settled, labor and
wages regulated,
The proceedings of these meetings during the year 1847 are
supposed to be lost, at least they are not within my reach. Many
incidents of historical interest must have been recorded in that year.
The majority of the colonists who anived in 1817 and 1818
landed at the mouth of Black Lake. Many of them made the entire
trip from the old country here, by water, leaving New York via the
Hudson River and Erie Canal to Buffalo, and thence around the
lakes by steamers or vessels. Of the very first lumber brought in,
enough was appropriates! at the harbor to put up a large building
ordered by the ‘ij Viobbsysraddering," as a sort of receiving depot for
the accommodation of newcomers. This building was put up just
south of flue' old channel," under the direction of Messrs. T. Rep.
pel, Reusink, and II. J. Hesselink, Mr. C. Van der Veit was ap.
pointed agent to receive them and forward them to town. Many of
those who arrived then did not remain, but went to Wisconsin and
other points.
It was soon evident to the colonists that what little ground
had been cleared up during the Spring would not begin to raise
sufficient supplies for their support dining lite next Winter.
Hence every cleared spot and old Indian clearing within a range of
ten or fifteen miles was explored, and at the public meetings details
were organiz,d muter EOM competent man to cultivate t] em. The
Port Sheldon clearings were assigned to Mr. George Harrington,
and they were used
his way for two Bensons to raise potatoes,
corn and buckwl
bulk of which was carried in on the back.
Dependent
den ontsidesssistance for almost
everything in the wt./ 11;n4.foniikiiiiit-iiathilphe colonists
availed themselves of .2-ge.di 7,. ettniiidfiffithffaired. Thus it
was ordered by the " 1
•
• " that Mr. II. Milkman
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should go to Saugatuck to inform himself of the Ammican way of
fishing.
In June, 1817, word was sent from Albany that a large delegation from the province of Zeeland, under the leadership of Rev.
C. Vander Mouton and Mr. J. Van do Luyster, Sr., had mired, and
that after long and serious meditation, they had decided to locate
in Michigan. Several long sheds for their reception were put up
at the head of Black Lake. They numbered about four hundred, and
arrived hero in the month of July, coining all the way by water, and
occupying the quarters assigned them, where they remained during
the balance of the season in tents and sheds. After prospecting
and examining the territory east of us, they concluded to locate in
township 5, range 14. Thus were laid the foundations of what is
now the prosperous village of Zeeland.
The arrivals during the summer began to blows°. A sharp
rivalry in recrniting had sprung up between this colony and other
localities in Wisconsin and Iowa, where the Hollanders were settling.
And right hero allow me to date that it can never be tnithhilly said
that as far as the present development of this colony and of the
hollanders is concerned, it is no wise to be accredited to either the
wealth or the intellectual attainments of the masses whose lots were
cast here; but, to the contrary, let it be recorded ns history, that
the material prosperity, the intellectual development and social elevation, which has transferred the immigrant of 1817 into the
American citizen of 1870, is duo largely to the energy, forethought
and general leadership of the founder of this colony.
By this time there was quite a population scattered along the
shores of Black Lake. The hullo]t village, near the southeastern
limits of the city, was a prominent landing place. The log houses
built by the Indians were of great service to the newly-arrived immigrants; and, as it appeais, there never hits been trouble between
the Red Man'and the Dutchman.
As the colonists increased, the demand for provisions and supplies became greater. In view of this fact and the coming Winter,
a public meeting of all the settlers, including the Zeelanders, was
held, to devise ways and means in that direction. It was proposed to
appoint a suitable committee to go East and buy a largo stozic of
provisions, dry goods, groceries, hardware, stores, etc. All the
colonists were to contribute, according to what each had left, and
thus organize n sort of apostolic stock company. The details how
each was to be represented in this company and be 'secured for his
investment, were all agreed upon, and quite a large stun of money
was collected—enough to pay fifty per cent, down on a stock of
several thousand dollars, and have enough left for another object
which we will mention below. All this was resolved upon, ordered
to be carried out, and begun. Messrs. B. Grootenhuis and Elder
Young, of Grand Rapids, were selected to go to Albany and New
York and buy the goods. A store was built near the head of the
lake, to sell and disburse these goods. This was called the "colony
store." Mr. B. Grootenbuis was appointed general agent, and
served as such for about a year.
With the money received
from sales, pork and flour were again bought at Allegan, through the
agency of Mr. H. D. Post, who was there at that time also getting
ready to locate here. Part of the goods bought East remained on
the way all Winter, and did not reach here until the next Spring.
However, this was only a beginning of the disappointments.
In connection with this supply business and "colony store,"
it was also resolved to buy a "colony vessel." The object was not
only that this vessel should carry on the trade between the new colony and other points, and bring in this stock of goods; but it
should also be known abroad, and especially in the Old Country, that
the colonists had a vessel of their own, to carry immigrants from
Buffalo, Chicago, Milwaukee, and other points along the lakes. As
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far ns we can learn, the purchase was made by J. Vast do Luyster,
Sr., Mr. Stegenga and Capt. Clausen, Tito vessel was of 100
tons bullion, called the A. B. Knickerbocker, and bought from Mr.
Walton, of Chicago. About the career of this vessel wo have not
been able to ascertain much, only that it managed to bring over
a part of this stq,clz of goods from Chicago; also that it carried over a
few of Um immigrants who refused to pay for their passage on the
broad and general ground of its being is "colony vessel" It failed
to give satisfaction to those whose money had been invested in the
enterprise, and she was subsequently sold to outside parties. It ran
one season and was sold.
But to return to this store business, Mr. J. Van De Luyster,
succeeded Mr. B. Grootenbuis as agent or manager of the " colony
store," and in the course of the year following, amidst all sorts of
troubles, complaints, alleged irregularities of ono kind and another,
the " colony store " was wound up, leaving the largest stockholders
minus their investment.
The first year was in every reaped a severe test of the courage
and perseverance of the colonists. Sickness among them was fearful, and the death.rate became alarming. In some localities malarial diseases had broken out, and for a while it occupied about all
the thno and attention of the ablelodied to attend to tho wants of
the sick and dying, and to the burial of the dead. Among the colonists was only one doctor, J. S. M. C. Van Nus. Tito sen-ices rendered by Ds. Van &alto as physician, in those dark days, nre
among the many noble deeds clustering around his career as is
leader. And how could the condition of the people be otherwise?
Think of the causes that led to diseases, and contributed to their misery. A strange dhnitte, a malarimis atmosphere, undrained marshes,
unwholesome food, and insufficient shelter; want of experience in the
nature of their diseases, as in everything else; no refreshments or
delicacies for their sick; nothing but the coarsest of victuals, and
that without the necessary facilities for preparation or cooking;
quacks coming from outside palming themselves off for doctors,
throwing upon the hands of the few able.bodied an army of convalescents, with poisoned systems, aching bones and rattling teeth.
We will let Ds. Van Mallet describe these trying days in Ids own
words:
" The difficulties to contend with were many; still, the singing
of psalms in the huts and intact the bushes was something inexplicable to the superficial beholder; with many there was a faith in
God, and a consciousness of a noble purpose.
• * •
"In the latter part of that first summer our trials reached their
climax, for the whole colony became one bed of sickness, and many
died through the want of comfortable dwellings and well-prepared
and suitable food. Physicians were summoned front abroad, and
paid out of the colony funds. The condition was heart-rending and
discouraging, and required, in opposition to man's sensitive stature,
a painful stoniness. Never was I nearer to the point of despair than
when I entered those crowded huts and saw the constant mingling of
household duties amid sickness and death, and dressing of corpses
in those huts where each family was forced to accommodate itself
to a limited space of a few square feet. No wonder that wo could
notice an increase of despairing indifference in that hour of sore
affliction. God granted a change I The sick were restored to health.
"The fall was a most beautiful ono, and the winter was so
extraordinarily mild, that everybody could build and perform outdoor labors, and even partake of their meals in the open air. The
majority left for the country, and to a great extent the weak and
needy remained near tho landing-place."
•
*
The great mortality of that season among the colonists, had
left them with many orphans on their hands, who were promptly
taken in by other families.and cared for. Their constant increase,

however, led to the buildhig of the orphan house, a project its perfect keeping with the spirit in which they had started out. One
Sunday morning, a few months after the partial completion Ewa
occupation of the log church, Ds. Van Raalto suggested to his people the necessity that somethhig of this kind should be done, and
that forthwith. Ile urged it with all the power and force of Ian.
gunge at his connnancl. The result was the opening of a subscrip.
1111(1 the pledging of money, labor and material
The building was begun ill May, 1818. Mr. W. J. Mulder was
principally charged with superiidending its ConEitlitetion. It was
not completed until the year following; owing to various reasons, it has
new r been occupied for the purpose for which it was built. It was
afterwards used for a parochial school, town house and Holland
Academy, .1k Hoy printing office, mid is now unoccupied. During the fall of 1817, the village of Holland was platted. Tho first
surveys were made by E. B. Bassett, county surveyor of Allegan
County. The administration and sale of the village lots was placed
in charge of a board of trustees elected by the people of the I 'jilts.
vergadering, of which Dr. Van Basile was the head. As members of
said board, wo find the names of J. Schrader, J. Verhorst, J. Van
den-een, 0. D. Van Der Stole and B. Grootenhuis. We cannot go
into dl tho minute details of those early real eshtte transactions.
In their character they partook of the mutual spiritist which all the
business of those days was transacted. The price of the village kits
was first fixed at $10 and $15, but was soon raised to $10 soul $15.
This was found necessary in order to obtain funds for the building
of church and school, the opening of roads, payments on the land,
taxes, support of the poor, salaries of the dominie, doctor and
teadters, and divers eater purposes.
In 1810, matters pertaining to these village hnuls, became quite
complicated. There was a heavy indebtedness incurred, winch had
to be met—payments on the land were due, an unpaid balance on
that stock of goods of the "colony store" was presented, and many
other causes of a financial diameter led the people to resolve that
the village lands should revert to Ds, Von Bantle; coupled with the
condition that he was to nssmne nil the indebtedness incurred to
date.
The opening of roads and tho building of bridges across creeks
and swamps, was is tremendous work in those early days, and it
occupied about one-half of the time azi(1 attention of the settlers.
Winst of experience was a great draw-back.
In 1817, the State made an appropriation of four hundred acres
of land for the building of a bridge across Black River, commonly
termed the "Grand Haven Bridge." No contractors could be found
to take the job, and so the colonists, as a body, concluded to take
the job themselves. How this was done, and in what manner the
work was regulated, will be seen front the proceedings of the Yak,
ecrgruicriay. The work was begun in the winter of 1848, but
towards the last the work began to drag, when Ds. Van Rnalte
and J. Binnekant tool( the job of finishing it. In the building
of this bridge, Hon. F. J. Littlejohn, of Allegan, represented the
State. •
The post office was established in 1818, and named "Black
River." Mr. H. D. Post was appointed post master.. The first
mail was a private route from Manlius, the nearest post office, and
'was brought in once a week. Mr. William Notting was the mail carrier, and brought it on his back to Ins house, when his wife would
carry it to town. Very soon routes were established to Allegan,
Grand Rapids and Grand Haven. The first re ^
mail carriers
and stage drivers were J. Trim's°, Jan Van r
Plainfield
G. J. Haver/ode.
The present cemetery was bailout ot,"-.)eicicff
5gnated as such,
in 1818. Nevertheless, owing
., and for want of
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roads and suitable burial arrangements, during the years 1857-8
many were buried in other localities, as necessity dictated. Besides
those buried mi Van Der Haar's hi nn, many were laid at the head
of the lake between On and 4th Streets, where the old man DeWitt
lived, who was the first sexton. A few am buried at Point Superior, se‘ oral were buried at the mouth' of Black Lake, on the lulls
north of the present harbor, The winds, however, so shifted those
hills, that years ago these coffins became exposed.
Much that is interesting is centmed around the find attempt at
manufacturing by the colonists; also in their harbor, the improve—
ment of which they considered as of mimary interest: the organization of the first churches and their formal joining with the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of America, the opening of
Schools, the Holland Academy and Hope College, the history of
township imd city government, the proceedings of the Volkererymb
ering, the settlement of Zeelmul and snrrounding townships, the
early history of Point Superior and of the Indian settlements, the
development of our commerce and shipping interests, and many
other points of local interest, each constituting its part of the his.
tory of this city and colony.
Whnt we wish to call the attention to now, as a sort of a key
to the past, is the great extent to which the colonists combined all
their interests—religious, educational, political aml social—into one,
and placed them under one supervision; and how to that same extent the church and its religious interests was secondary to none,
but, if anything, was made to underlie the entire network of their
existence.
Finally, as we dismiss from our minds the local events of those
memorable years, 1817 and 1818, let it be in the words of him to
whom we have endeavored to do honor as the founder of this Holland Colony:
And this sweet fruition of independence and full liberty which
we so bountifully enjoyed, gave joy and strength to our henrts. Especially was it the pleasure of the Sabbath, the invigorating power
of God's truth, the united players and associated labor of many
neighboring settlements, whicli gave enjoyment, support and courage, and caused us to persevere in a great and difficult undertaking.
God's temporal deliverances were many; each settlement and each
family has n history of its own."
THE OREAT FM OF

1871.

Up to 1807 the colony was n unit, and the close of the first
score of years the village severed its connection with the township
and became incorporated as n city, electing its first officers in 1868.
The citizens became metropolitan, roads began to point towards the
rising city, and large numbers of citizens of other nationalities began to flock in, increasing the wonderful influx of wealth and population. Ease and luxury obliterated the traces of pioneer life. On
the 8th of October, 1871, the Sabbath church bells sounded the
alarm of fire. For several days there had been signs of fire in the
heavens, yet no alarm was excited until noon, when the wind freshened and increased the fires In the vicinity, and by night all were
out fighting fire. The churches were closed, clergy and people
fought the fire demon's power side by side, but all was of no avail.
At 2 o'clock in the morning following the cry was heard that the
8d church was on fire and all hope was abandoned, despair seized
upon all. In half an hour the city was a mass of flames, and with
difficulty the people escaped with their lives from the fierce heat,
the blinding smoke and the tempest of wind. In two hours the
work of destruction was complete; Holland was in ashes; 248
houses with 70 business places were consumed. The toil of years
was undone, and at first a feeling of despair for the future brooded
upon the minds of the agitated sufferers. But this feeling soon
rr—
1
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passed away, and with heads stout and brave they prepared for
future trials and triumphs.
rni: lXlIlANs
Joseph %kazoo's band of 800 Ottawa Indians were on the pay
roll of the United States agent. Bev. Smith was the Presbyterian
missionary, and Isaac Fairbanks, J. P., of Holland, was the fanner
who taught them the art of agriculture, and they had seine land
cleared and planted in corn. They had a village three-fourths of n
mile below Holland City, of which no traces now remain, as their
structures were simply bark shanties and an old frame chinch; In
1818 they removed to Little Traverse and their empty huts were
used by the Hollanders until better could be had. The:Indians were
chiefly Ottawas and the priest visited them periodically. They were
generally quiet and orderly.

HOPE COLLEGE,
on a beautiful rising ground, is a noble institution of which not only
the Hollanders, should feel an honest pride, but all classes of citizens
should regard as an important factor in the improvement of society.
It is the only institution of the kind in western Michigan, and being
central to population of 800,000, with close and rapid communication
by laud and water, it offers educational advantages of a high order. In
1818 the general synod of the Reformed (Dutch) church began a movement for training western young men for western work, and the
emigration of the "Colony of the pilgrims" from Holland to Ottawa
Co. led to further agitation of this subject by the Synod. Dr. Isaac N.
Wyckoff was sent to Michigan to investigate tho situation of affairs,
and in 1850 Rev. Dr. John Garreison made an official visit to the
Holland colony, and upon lus return to the East drew up a plan of
a High School whose object should be "to prepare sons of the colonists from Holland to be educated ill Rutgers, and also to educate
daughters of said colonists, etc."
Its pursuance of this plan, active measures were taken for the
establishment of the school. Dr. Van Hindle, to whose Christian
zeal and undaunted industry the college owes so much, and whose
memory is precious to all friends of Christian education, donated
five acres of land for a site, and Dr. Garretson devoted himself to
the work of getting the school started.
To transmit to successive generations the story of the hardships,
sacrifices and holy patience of these godly men; who endured and
suffered that posterity might enjoy a blessing, is a duty not to be
heglected; and in the enjoyment of tho rich blessings of the present
the illustrious examplea of devoted heroism and sacrifice in the past
should not be lost sight of.
In October 1851 the school was begun, and placed in charge of
Elder Walter T. Taylor, of Geneva, N. Y. He was assisted by a
son and two daughters, and remained two years.
In 1858 Mr. Taylor resigned and was succeeded by Rev. F. 0,
Relater, of Smith Bend, Ind. It was in this year that the first plan
of the school was changed somewhat by the General Synod taking
the school under its care, and committing it to its Board of Education. When Mr, Taylor entered upon Ids work in 1851 the only
school in the place was an ordinary district school, and to this he
added the germ of the ecclesiastical academy, but it was found that
this plan could not be successfully continued, hence the change in
1861
Rev. Mr. Beidlor continued in charge of the school until 1855,
when he was succeeded by Rev. John Van Meek, a graduate of the
theological seminary of New Brunswick, N. J. Mr. Van Meek was
a scholar of marked ability, and his administration was attended
with a good degree of success.

